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2023 Meals and Entertainment Deductions 

 
As of  2023,  deduct ions  are  now back  where  they  were pr ior  to  2021.  The  major i ty  of  bus iness 

meals  are  now 50% deduct ible ,  and  most  enter ta inment  expenses  are  not  deduct ible  a t  a l l .  

 

How do you know what  is  deductible in 2023? 

The  short  answer  is  that  i t  depends .  Exact ly  what  is  deduct ible ,  and  to what  extent ,  depends  ent i re ly 

on the  ci rcumstances  involved .  Below are  some general  guidel ines  to  consider :  

 

100% Deductible 

•  Food for  recreat ional  employee  events ,  such  as  hol iday  par t i es ,  summer picnics ,  or  team-

bui lding  events .  

•  Food provided to the  publ ic  to  promote goodwil l  (e .g . ,  snacks or  coffee  for  customers) .  

•  Food for  events  in  support  of  a  char i table  cause .  

•  Meals  that  are  an essent ia l  par t  of  your  business  funct ion ( for  example,  i f  you are  a  food 

cr i t ic  or  food blogger) .  

•  Meals  provided to the employees for  the  convenience of  the  employer  (e .g . ,  dinner  for  

employees  who work la te  a t  the off ice) .  

•  Meals  included as  t axable  compensat ion to employees  or  independent  contrac tors .  

•  Meals  sold to a  c l i ent  or  cus tomer .  

 

50% Deductible 
•  Business  meals .  

•  Meals  provided in-off ice  for  meet ings of  employees ,  s tockholders ,  agents ,  or  di rectors .  

•  Employee  meals  a t  a  company cafeter ia  i f  the annual  revenue of  the faci l i ty  is  equal  to  or  

greate r  than  the  costs .  

•  Food i t ems,  such  as  soda ,  coffee,  or  snacks,  for  employees 

•  Meals  whi le  t ravel ing for  work .  

•  Meals  at  a  conference.  

 

Not Deductible 

• Enter tainment .  

 

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search

